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PA  CleanWays  and  Keep  Pennsylvania  Beautiful  recently 
joined  forces  to  promote  illegal  dump  cleanups,  anti‐litter 
education,  special  collections,  and  beautification  projects  to 
make  their  work  with  local  partners  and  volunteers  more 
effective.   Since  1990, PA CleanWays has been dedicated  to 
empowering  people  to  eliminate  illegal  dumping  and 
littering.  Through the coordinated efforts of nearly 52,000 PA 
CleanWays  volunteers,  over  11,900  tons  of  trash  have  been 
removed  from  illegal  dumpsites  in  Pennsylvania  and 
properly disposed.   Through cleanups and special collection 
events  sponsored  by PA CleanWays  chapters  and  affiliates, 
over  410,000  tires  and  2,250  tons  of  scrap metal  have  been 
properly disposed  and  recycled.   More  than  337,000  youths 
and  adults  have  been  reached  through  educational 
presentations.   Our experience over two decades proves that 
local  involvement,  partnerships,  and  support  are  vital  to 
lasting success in addressing illegal dumping and littering. 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
PA CleanWays is a nonprofit organization that empowers people to eliminate illegal dumping 
and littering in Pennsylvania through various education and environmental programs.  PA 
CleanWays’ illegal dump surveys educate state, county, and local officials about the problem 
of illegal dumping and provide valuable data about the dumpsites and the community in which 
they reside to address the problem through cleanups, municipal waste collections, and recycling 
programs. 
 
Illegal dumpsite identification was completed by driving roads and contacting various 
constituent groups such as municipal offices and community services, state agencies, and 
environmental and conservation groups in the area.  Limitations of the survey process included 
poor visibility in high growth areas and surveyors not accessing private lands or high 
crime/high risk areas.  Due to these limitations, it is likely that there were additional dumpsites 
not accounted for in this report.  Farm dumps and private dumps were not included in the 
survey.   The survey process is to document sites where landowners have been the victim of 
illegal dumping from other parties, not sites where they have been doing the dumping 
themselves, or past owners did the dumping. 
 
There were 274 dumpsites identified containing an estimated 263.0 tons of trash.  Ninety-one 
percent of the sites were determined to be active and 67% of the sites were located in a rural 
area.  Of 72 municipalities in York County, 48 municipalities offer trash collection.  Sixty-one 
of the municipalities (85%) within York County have a curbside recycling program in their 
community while 30 municipalities (42%) have access to a recycling drop off program.  Thirty-
six municipalities (50%) have illegal dumping activity.  Eighty sites (29%) were located in 
municipalities without a curbside recycling program.   
 
One hundred twenty-eight, or 47%, of the surveyed sites were in the vicinity (50 feet and 
within) of some sort of waterway or body of water.  Of those, 42 sites had waste materials 
directly in the waterway itself.  Of the items inventoried at each dumpsite assessed, 81% had 
recyclables, 68% had tires, 64% of the sites contained household trash, 49% of the sites had 
bagged trash, and 45% had some sort of construction and demolition waste.  There were a total 
of 2,633 tires itemized, however those account only for tires visible at time of surveying.  Many 
more tires are assumed to be present under buried trash or leaf litter.  Recyclables are defined 
as steel, bi-metallic, and aluminum cans, glass, plastic bottles and containers, newspaper, 
magazines, cardboard, etc.   
 






















